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fessions and careers are unable to devote much of their
time to special courses.
Another reason for claiming university recognition for
the co-operative societies is either that prominent co-
operators, successful as teachers in co-operative schools
or as publicists, themselves wish to put their experience
at the disposal of the universities, or that the societies
demand that such highly esteemed members, friends or
employees should be given the privilege and publicity of
a university professorship.
It is still more common for the co-operatives to wish
the universities to help acquaint the general public or
certain classes with the co-operative movement, or even
to win them over to certain co-operative ideas. This
would mean that students of agriculture, for instance,
should be shown the importance of the farmers' co-
operatives, but it might also mean that the universities
should propagate the idea of consumers' co-operation and
even of co-operative Socialism. In such a case agitation
would not only influence students of professional subjects,
economics, law and civil service, but school teachers,
clergymen, journalists, etc.
Such claims, in so far as they demand the dissemina-
tion not of knowledge but of opinion, seem to me
unjustifiable, since they are not in the spirit of uni-
versity teaching. It is, however, quite justifiable to
demand that as important a subject as the co-operative
movement should not be neglected in general instruction
wherever it is desired. Co-operation should certainly be
given a proper rplace and due consideration in courses
on economics, law, business management and perhaps
sociology.
(£) Technical training must frequently supplement
general instruction in co-operation.
Naturally, agricultural co-operation must be thor-
oughly studied at agricultural colleges and schools;
future judges and civil servants must have an oppor-
tunity of studying the legal status of co-operation, with
which must be included sufficient information on its

